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And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in them. John 4:16

17th April 2020

A new term in new conditions
This week marks the official start of Term 5 – usually the most significant term in the life of
Year 6 children as they would have been taking their SATs in May, giving them a chance to show
just how much they have learned over the last seven years at Primary School and setting the
expectations for their time at Secondary School. Instead all assessments have been cancelled for
this school year, which leaves us all with unanswered questions about our children’s learning.
There will be understandable concerns about lost learning time in school. I know that parents will
be working hard to minimise the impact of this by using our home learning packs and keeping in
touch with your teachers by email. But this is a hard task for parents and no two households will
be tackling the issue in the same way. I would repeat the message that is being given to parents
by head teachers all over the country: we are all in this together. All the nation’s children will
need additional support when schools return – and we will be here to give it. Please don’t worry
about anyone ‘falling behind’.
What is much more important is that parents have the time and space to focus on their
children’s well-being. There is no doubt that every schoolchild in the country will remember this
event for the rest of their lives. The way adults love and care for them during lockdown will shape
these memories. Be kind to yourself as well as others!

What to do if your child is unwell
We have been asked to circulate the latest guidance from the NHS to parents on
what to do if your child becomes unwell at this time. Please find this useful leaflet
attached with this newsletter.

Home learning expectations
The children would have returned to school on Monday so home learning can begin then also.
Your home learning packs will be emailed out later today and also published on our website.
Teachers have been advised not to attempt any form of ‘live video’ teaching for a number of
important reasons that have been highlighted by the main teaching unions, including safeguarding
issues associated with video platforms. I am also aware that not every home has access to the
same level of technology. Emailed lessons, with daily support from your teacher via email has
proved to be the most equitable form of learning and allows you as a family to attempt what you
can at your own pace.

Share the Love
To remind children that they belong to our school community Mrs Thomas has created a ‘Share
The Love Project’ for everyone to take part in. The aim is to help the children see how the most
important of our Christian Values at Bodsham can be put into action, even in the most
challenging of times!

Email all your exciting ideas, writing and pictures to love@bodsham.kent.sch.uk and we’ll display
them on a special page on our website.
I hope you all remain safe and well,

Paul Newton

Executive Head Teacher

